TRA 


NS 


Juty 2000 





REPORT 


TRANSPORTATION NEWS FROM THE BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 


State and the Regional Planning Agencies Develop Memorandum of Understanding on 
Non-Artery Statewide Road and Bridge Program 


On June 14 the Executive Office of 
Transportation and Construction, the 


M assachusetts H ighway Department, and 


the state’s 13 regional planning agencies 
reached an agreement concerning the 
development and implementation of a 


balanced statewide Road and Bridge Pro- 
gram. T he details of the program are con- 


tained in a memorandum of understand- 


ing (MOU) between the parties that was 


developed cooperatively in several meet- 
ings held in May and June. The M OU 
defines the level of state commitment to 
the statewide Road and Bridge Program, 
specifies the method to be used to deter- 
mine priorities under the program, and 


provides a mechanism for monitoring the 


program's performance. The MOU will 
be presented to each metropolitan plan- 
ning organization in the state to be 
endorsed by October 1. 
The MOU commits M assH ighway to 
maintain a non-A rtery statewide R oad 
and Bridge Program of at least $400 mil- 
lion in construction expenditures per 
year through state fiscal year 2005, pro- 
vided that adequate federal and state 
funds are available. Expenditures that 
qualify for inclusion in the program 
include: 
* The construction or reconstruction of 
roads and bridges. 
* The payment of construction contract 
legal settlements. 


* The construction of enhancement proj- 
ects and city or town projects funded 
by M assH ighway. 

The acquisition of rights-of-way and 
relocations required for M assH ighway 
construction projects. 

The expenditure of funds programmed 
in a Transportation Improvement Pro- 
gram (TIP) for the Congestion M itiga- 
tion and Air Quality Program, trans- 
portation demand management proj- 
ects, federally funded environmental 
documents, transportation enhance- 
ments, and transfers of highway fund- 
ing to transit projects. 
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Boston MPO Hosts Meeting on Plans Affecting Roxbury Community 


Interested Roxbury citizens and commu- 


nity leaders gathered with representatives 


from the city of Boston, the Boston 


Transportation Plan for the Boston 
region. The meeting, held at the Boston 
Public Library's Dudley Branch audito- 
rium, was moderated by Vineet G upta of 





Redevelopment A uthority (BRA), and 











£4 


the Boston Transportation 
Department (BTD). It 
included presentations about 
the BT D's A ccess Boston 
2000-2010 study, the BRA’s 
Roxbury M aster Plan, and the 
regional Transportation Plan. 





Mr. Gupta explained that 
Access Boston will provide 
recommendations on the 
regional plan that incorporate 





Lee and Jessica Pineo of the BRA 

the Boston MPO on June 1 to discuss 
how city of Boston planning initiatives 
currently underway will inform the 


Community advocate D enise Jackson (seated) 
discussing Roxbury Master Plan with consultant Curtis 


community input from that 
study's extensive public 
process. The A ccess Boston 
study is concentrating on four areas: on- 
and off-street parking and commercial 
vehicles; bicycle, pedestrian, and traffic- 


calming issues; public transportation 
issues; and highway connection needs. 


Jessica Pineo of the BRA gave a brief 
overview of the Roxbury M aster Plan 
activity to date. A ccording to its draft 
vision piece, the Roxbury M aster Plan 
“will provide the framework to achieve 
the community's vision of Roxbury.” Key 
issues will include quality of life (for 
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The members of the Boston M etropolitan Planning Organization (MPO): Executive Office of Transportation and Construction * City of Boston * City of Everett * City of 
Newton « City of Peabody * Federal Highway Administration * Federal Transit Administration * Joint Regional Transportation Committee * Massachusetts Bay Transporta- 
tion Authority * Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Advisory Board * Massachusetts Highway Department * Massachusetts Port Authority * Massachusetts 
Turnpike Authority * Metropolitan Area Planning Council * Town of Bedford * Town of Framingham ¢ Town of Hopkinton 


BosTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES 


SuB-SIGNATORY COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS 
The Boston M PO's Sub-Signatory Committee met on June 
15 and approved work programs for four C entral Transporta- 
= tion Planning Staff (CT PS) studies that will: 
* Produce commuter rail and rapid transit ridership and parking forecasts. 
* Revise N ew Bedford/Fall River commuter rail extension ridership forecasts. 
* Examine the Minuteman A dvisory Group on Interlocal Coordination (MAGIC) 


subregional area. 


* Continue MBTA bus service data collection. 


In addition the SSC approved a CTPS technical memorandum describing the 
results of a passenger survey conducted to help evaluate four prototype alternative- 


fuel buses that were tested by the MBTA. 


Access ApvisorY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA UPDATE 

AACT and its subcommittees will meet this month at the times and locations given 
in the calendar on page 4. On the Fixed Route A ccess Subcommittee agenda this 
month isa review of the planned Hingham commuter boat dock improvements. T his 
$300,000 project includes such accessibility features as a motorized ramp and landing 
pier, a widened gangway, modification of existing accessible parking spaces to insure 
compliance with federal and state regulations, and an accessible pathway from the 


parking lot to a canopied walkway. 


TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDMENT 

On May 30 the Sub-Signatory Committee voted to release a M ajor TIP A mend- 
ment for public review and comment. The amendment reduces the level of funding 
for the regional highway program from approximately $130 million to approximately 
$40 million. To request a copy of the amendment, contact Craig Leiner of CTPS at 
(617) 973-7100 (voice), (617) 973-7089 (TTY), (617) 973-8855 (fax), or cleiner@ 
ctps.org. It may also be downloaded from the MPO Web site at www.ctps.org/ 
bostonmpo. The deadline for receipt of public comments is 3:00 p.m. on July 5. 


Residents Comment on Roxbury Transportation Issues 
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example, infrastructure, civic involve- 
ment, image), housing, economic devel- 
opment, and transportation. 


Terry Regan of the Central Transporta- 
tion Planning Staff gave an overview of 
the Transportation Plan effort to date. 
He explained that the existing-condi- 
tions document distributed at the meet- 
ing isin the process of being revised to 
incorporate comments from MPO mem- 
bers, residents, and community represen- 
tatives who took part in outreach meet- 
ings held in the spring. 


Attendees at the meeting gave a broad 
range of comments about transportation 
improvements in Boston. City Councillor 
Chuck Turner wanted to know when the 
city of Boston might be able to provide a 
comprehensive traffic study of the park- 
ing and circulation needs associated with 


upcoming housing and commercial devel- 


opment. Jacqueline Payne Thompson of 
the Garrison Neighborhood A ssociation, 
along with other attendees, was con- 
cerned that Roxbury streets are being 
used as truck routes or as an alternate 
route for motorists avoiding “Big Dig” 
construction. 

Roxbury residents’ transit concerns 


focused on the Silver Line proposal and 
bus service issues. Jodi Sugerman-Brozan 


of A Iternatives for Community and Envi- 


ronment (ACE) pointed to the Clean 
Bus C oalition’s advocacy of replacing 
older diesel buses with new, clean-fuel 
buses as a way to lower the neighbor- 
hood's rate for respiratory ailments. 
Other comments were related to infra- 


structure improvements and a recommen- 


dation to study the feasibility of upgrad- 


MBTA Conducts Public 
Hearings on Proposed Fare 
Increase 


On June 21 theMBTA 
held the first two of 
seven scheduled public 
hearings on proposed 
new fares. T he purpose 
of the hearings, which 
were held at Arlington Town Hall and 
Malden Government C enter, was to pro- 
vide the MBTA board of directors with a 
sense of public opinion regarding the 
economic, social, environmental, and 
energy-conservation impacts of the pro- 
posed changes. Representatives from the 
M BTA’s legal, service planning, bus oper- 
ations, and commuter rail operations 
divisions were present at the hearings to 
address concerns and answer questions. 


U nder the proposal, all bus, subway, com- 
muter rail, boat, and paratransit fares and 
pass prices would increase between 17 
and 30 percent. The proposed subway 
fare is $1 and the proposed bus fare $.75. 
U nder the new fare structure, the highest 
commuter rail fare would be $5.75. 


A bout 50 people attended the hearing in 
Arlington. The majority of the com- 
ments received were not in opposition to 
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ing the Fairmount commuter rail line 
between Fairmount Station in Hyde Park 
and Boston's South Station to better 
serve the Roxbury community. 


The next phase of work on the Trans- 
portation Plan is defining and modeling 
various future land use and transportation 
scenarios. Draft results will be presented 
at another series of public outreach meet- 
ings to be held across the region this fall, 
including a followup meeting in Roxbury. 
In the meantime, the attendees were 
encouraged to add their names to the 
TRAN Sreport mailing list and continue 
to contribute comments on land use and 
transportation issues to MPO staff and 
public officials. 
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U.S. DOT Holds Information Forum on Proposed Planning Rules 


Federal Highway A dmin- 

istration (FHWA ) and 

Federal Transit A dminis- 
tration (FTA ) representa- 

tives conducted a public 
information meeting in June on the U.S. 
Department of Transportation N otice of 
Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) issued on 
May 25. The NPRM covers three sets of 
regulations affecting transportation plan- 
ning. One set deals with the statewide 
and metropolitan planning processes 
under the Transportation Equity A ct for 
the 21st Century (TEA-21). A second 
set addresses modifications to the 
National Environmental Protection A ct 
(NEPA) and related procedures, and a 
third brief notice covers national policy 
on the architecture of Intelligent Trans- 
portation Systems. 





At the meeting, which was held at the 
Volpe Center in Cambridge, federal rep- 
resentatives noted that TEA -21 has 
added a new emphasis on safety and that 
the proposed rules reflect that emphasis 


Online Project Information 
Systems to Be Developed 


M@ Road and Bridge MOU cont. from p. 1 
The MOU establishes monitoring proce- 
dures to ensure compliance with its pro- 
visions. M assH ighway is required to 
develop an online tracking system that 
will provide a list of all projects adver- 
tised for construction, information on 
their status and funding, and information 
on agency expenditures. In addition to 
this system, M assH ighway and the 
regional planning agencies are required 
to develop a plan for the creation of an 
online system to track the development 
and implementation of projectsin the 
planning and design phases. 


One final provision of the MOU estab- 
lishes a task force consisting of 

M assH ighway, the M assachusetts A ssoci- 
ation of Regional Planning A gencies, 
and other MPO members to foster an 
ongoing discussion of issues of mutual 
interest. T he task force’s mission includes 
the periodic review of the MOU. 


by requiring an increased consideration 
of safety issues in transportation plans, 
programs, and projects. 


DOT Secretary Slater said the rules pro- 
vide “flexibility along with increased 
emphasis on the economic, social, and 
environmental consequences of trans- 
portation investments.” T he proposed 
rules carry out the T EA -21 mandate for 
elimination of a separate step for major 
investment studies. T hey also reflect the 
consolidation of the 16 planning factors 
of the Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act (ISTEA) to seven. The 
rules would increase emphasis on public 
involvement in the planning process, 
with language to broaden the scope of 
interests included in the process, begin- 
ning with freight and transit interests but 
extending to undefined “other interested 
parties,” a term that the NPRM makes 
clear should be interpreted broadly. 


The notice reaffirms the importance of 
environmental justice. FTA Acting 
Administrator N uria Fernandez said, 


Or SPECIAL NOTE... 


“T hese rules help ensure that transporta- 
tion investment decisions are environ- 
mentally sound and reflect the needs of 
the entire community, including low- 
income and minority persons and the 
transportation-disadvantaged.” 


The proposed rules provide for a closer 
link between planning and project devel- 
opment under N EPA. State and local 
agencies are encouraged to better inte- 
grate planning and project development 
decisions to achieve a streamlined envi- 
ronmental process. In addition, the rules 
support state and local transportation 
plansin making safety enhancements a 
priority. 

The NPRM may be downloaded in its 
entirety from the O ffice of the Federal 
Register’s Web site at www.nara.gov/ 
fedreg. The comment period on the pro- 
posed rules will close on A ugust 23. 


transportation forms. 


checks payable to M ass. Chapter-A PA . 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


720-2290 (fax). 





PEDESTRIAN, T RANSIT, AND BICYCLING WORKBOOK AVAILABLE 


The Massachusetts chapter of the A merican Planning A ssociation and the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission have produced “T he Pedestrian, Transit and Bicycling 
Workbook,” which presents a collection of planning and development tools for 
those interested in creating pedestrian-, bicycle-, and transit-friendly environments. 
Included are action strategies, zoning and other regulatory measures, model zoning 
bylaws, infrastructure recommendations, and planning tools to promote alternative 


Copies are available for $7.50 plus $3.00 postage and handling from Dennis Leigh, 
Urban H arbors Institute, 100 M orrissey Boulevard, Boston, MA 02125. Make 


CENTRAL ARTERY ENVIRONMENTAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 


Asof July 1 the Central A rtery Environmental Oversight Committee (EOC) is 
moving its offices to a new location. The EOC isan independent advisory commit- 
tee established to monitor progress toward implementing the environmental, trans- 
portation, and land use commitments made by the state in connection with the 
Central A rtery project. The new address and phone number for the organization 
are: Anne Fanton, Executive Director, Central Artery Environmental Oversight 
Committee, P.O. Box 275, Boston, MA 02133; (617) 720-1150 (telephone), (617) 
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MEETING CALENDAR 


The public is welcome to attend the following transportation-related meetings this month. 


AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON 


Thursday, July 6 


Access A dvisory C ommittee 
to the MBTA (AACT) 


Conference Room 4, Second Floor 
W ednesday, July 12 


Joint Regional Transportation 3:00 p.m. 


Committee (JRT C) 
Conference Room 4, Second Floor 


Thursday, July 20 


Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 10:00 a.m. 


Committee (JRT C) 


CTPS Conference Room, 
Second Floor 


1:30 p.m. 


Fixed R oute A ccess 
Subcommittee of AA CT 


Conference Room 4, Second Floor 
Thursday, July 27 


The RIDE Subcommittee 
of AACT 


Conference Room 4, Second Floor 


AT OTHER BosTON-AREA LOCATIONS 


W ednesday, July 5 


Boston Society of Architects/ 4:30 p.m. 


Mass. A merican Plannin 
Association Civic Initiative for 
a Livable N ew England 


Architects Building, Fifth Floor 

52 Broad Street, Boston 

(RSVP to Alexandra Lee at 

(617) 951-1433, ext. 225) 
Tuesday, July 11 


Boston MPO Local TIP 
Subcommittee 


Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth A venue, 
N ewton 
Thursday, July 13 
Mass. A merican Planning 
Association Transportation 
Committee: Effect of Transit Subsidies 
on Medical Area C ommuters 
MASCO 


375 Longwood Avenue, Boston 


2:00 P.M. 


12:00 p.m. 


Tuesday, July 18 
Access Boston 2000-2010 
Workshop: Equitable L ocal 
Service and Air Quality Issues 
Boston Public Library 
M ezanine C onference Room 
666 Boylston Street, Boston 


Central A rtery Corridor 
Master Plan: Directions for 
the Corridor 

Federal Reserve Bank A uditorium 


600 A tlantic Avenue, Boston 


Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. 
Additional transportation meetings open to the public are listed on the Boston MPO Web 


site, at www.ctps.org/bostonmpo/involved/meetings. 


Boston M etropolitan Planning O rganization 
State Transportation Building 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 

Boston, MA 02116 


1:30 P.M. 


1:00 p.m. 


6:00 p.m. 


MBTA Completes Public 


Process on Fare Increase 
@ Public H earings cont. from p. 2 


the fare increase, although there were 
some concerns. T hese included the tim- 
ing of the hearing itself, comparisons 
with fares at other transit systems that 
provide free transfers, and the increased 
price of some commuter rail passes in 
relation to the single-trip fare for that 
zone. The remaining hearings were to be 
held in the final week of June (after press 
time): in Boston at the Federal Reserve 
Bank, Roxbury Community College, and 
the FleetC enter; in Quincy at the City 
Hall Annex; and in Newton at N ewton 
City Hall. The MBTA also accepted 
written comments until June 27. 





6:00 pM. 
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